Years 7-12
IT Device Program

Equipping for Life

About IT Device Program

It is compulsory for students in Years 7-12 to have a laptop for educational purposes to use at school and home.

9 Key features of the Program

1. The College recommends minimum specifications of a device.
2. Due to the demands of emerging software and pedagogy, specifications will be reviewed and provided to
families every 2 years.
3. The College’s IT device program provides access to the College wireless network, HQ Learning Management
System, on-site printing and filtered internet connectivity.
4. The College will purchase site licenses of Microsoft Office 365.
5. Parents will arrange an appropriate protective case of their choice.
6. The College has a small supply of low-end devices for short term loan on-site so that the students’
learning is not compromised should their machines be in for repair.
7. Apart from basic trouble shooting, no other tech-support is provided by the College. For the College to
provide basic trouble shooting support, parents will either need to give their child administrator rights or give
the school a user-name and password.
8. Issues of warranty and insurance are a matter for families to consider.
9. The College will have in place BYOD purchasing portals with at least one external vendor. Details of vendor
will be available early Term 4 each year.

Minimum Device Configuration Recommendation

The specifications below are not minimum requirements for the device, rather they are the College’s
recommendations only and are based on the device being used for educational purposes only. Parents may
choose to purchase higher or lower spec devices, please refer to the frequently asked questions for further
details.
 Laptop*
 13 “ touch screen
 Windows 10
 I5 processor or equivalent
 256 GB SSD
 HDMI and USB ports
 Minimum x 7 hrs battery life
 8 GB RAM
 5 GHz Wi-fi (802.11ac)
 Antivirus
* In this document, a “laptop” refers to a device with integrated physical keyboard and mouse/trackpad as opposed to an on-screen
keyboard. (Vendors may also use the following terms: Tablet, 2-in-1, Reversible, Detachable)

Recommendations for all devices

1. 1TB external HDD or Cloud Storage equivalent.
2. Hard-sided case/carry bag (to protect from impact).
3. In terms of battery type and size, it is an expectation that students bring devices charged and that remain
charged for their school day. If in doubt, please seek technical assistance.
4. Extended warranty.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
1. Why isn’t the College providing a standard device?
Research of practices in other schools showed that there has been a shift away from schools providing leased
machines or designated devices. The lower cost, the desire of parents and students for choice, and the wide range
of similar machines are three factors that have seen parent provided BYOD become the dominant model for schools.
It is clear that an educational IT device has joined other parent-provided items such as the uniform, school bag and
notebook as core items for school education.
2. Why the 2 year roll over rather than the usual 3? Won’t this cost me more?
The 2 year roll over means that a cheaper machine can be purchased as it does not need to have the features and
build quality to last 3 years. Parents may purchase a higher quality machine if they aim to hold the machine for 3 years.
Whichever choice is made, it is expected that in practice, the overall cost will be approximately the same over the time at
the College.
3. Do I have to get a new device after 2 years if the device still meets the minimum expectations?
No.
4. How can I be assured it will be used and needed in classes
Staff have been developing the HQ Learning management system and are committed to using IT to improve learning in
class. Moreover, the specifications have been generated on the basis of existing learning activities and currently used
software.
5.Why a touch screen?
The touch screen is the interaction with which students are most familiar and comfortable. In addition, it is likely to
become even more dominant over the next few years. In classes, the touch screen allows teachers to assist and point
things out to students without taking over their keyboard and mouse.
6. How will my child know how to manage power so that it lasts all day?
Students will be taught about power management prior to the implementation of the devices in Term 1.
7. What should I allow my child to install and or store without it affecting the efficiency of the machine?
Parents should be aware that the device specifications have been selected on the basis that the device is used for
educational purposes. If parents plan to allow their child to use the device for recreational purposes, they should note
that this will place additional demands on the machine. For recreational use, the machines may need more RAM, a
faster processor, more storage space, and a higher speed video card. If you plan to allow recreation, please refer to IT
specialists at the retail stores.
8. What happens if my child doesn’t have a device for some reason on a given day?
The College will have a small number of low-end machines for daily loan on-site. Conditions will apply.
9. What if I just want to know what machine to buy?
Early Term 4, the College will publish the names and models of at least two devices that meet the specifications and
retailer/s that stock them.
10. Will my child be using books and taking notes?
Yes. The device is an important tool but pen and paper, reading print and writing by hand remain as important skills.
After all, HSC assessments are written.
11. Will I be given any info from the school on how to block sites/keep the device safe for my child?
The College holds a parent information evening to assist parent on cyber-safety principles and principles of parenting in
a connected world.
12. How important is battery life?
The program is founded on the principle that students charge their machines overnight and bring them to school fully
charged and that they last for the full day. It is a crucial specification.
13. What about a Mac?
The College is a Windows environment and will be for the foreseeable future. The College does not provide technical
support for Mac devices operating the MAC OS.
14. What about antivirus?
Antivirus is parents’ responsibility. The College recommends that only 1 anti-virus product is installed.
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