
 
  



  

WELCOME TO SENIOR SCHOOL 
The Senior School at Charlton is a place of opportunity and challenge. During the final years of formal schooling, 
students are developing a platform for their future. Charlton staff are a dedicated team of professional educators who 
strive to work alongside students and parents to encourage students to aspire to and achieve their very best. 
 
Throughout the Senior years, students grow a greater sense of self-identity and an increased responsibility for their 
own learning. Charlton seeks to cater for all types of learning styles and offer a suite of opportunities for students to 
enhance their learning.  
 
Distinctives of the Senior School learning community include: 
 

• an extensive range of elective courses during Years 9-12 

• strong pastoral staff who are passionate about working with students 

• our online learning platform, HQ, giving students access to their courses and learning resources 

• purpose-built study spaces, including the LIFE Centre. 

 

ENCOURAGED TO LEAD AND SERVE 
Alongside academic success, students are encouraged to have a growing awareness of their character and to seek to 
involve themselves in both serving and leadership experiences. Charlton offers activities, which enrich our students’ 
College experience, including local and overseas mission trips, a range of service opportunities, peer mentoring of 
younger students and formal leadership positions. 

 

STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE 
As the level of choice increases for students, so do expectations of an intentional and positive attitude towards learning 
and achievement. 
 
Successful Senior School students show initiative in their learning, seek to extend themselves in their academic 
pursuits, and cultivate positive relationships with both peers and staff members. Students are valued as individuals 
and are encouraged to recognise and use their unique strengths for the benefit of the wider school community. In turn, 
the Senior School celebrates and recognises individual student achievement, ranging from meeting personal goals to 
success academically and in cultural and sporting pursuits. 
 

KEY STAFF  

Head of Senior School Mrs Emma Davidge emma.davidge@charlton.nsw.edu.au 

Director of Studies Dr Garrick Everett garrick.everett@charlton.nsw.edu.au 

Stage 5 Leader Mr Lachlan MacIntyre lachlan.macintyre@charlton.nsw.edu.au  

SS Support Coordinator Mrs Debbie Hall debbie.hall@charlton.nsw.edu.au 

Careers Advisor Mrs Anne Duquemin anne.duquemin@charlton.nsw.edu.au 

VET Coordinator Mrs Emanuela Reynaud emanuela.reynaud@charlton.nsw.edu.au  
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SENIOR SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
In Stage 5, the curriculum is the foundation that equips students for Stage 6 and a range of interest electives.  
Students’ holistic development, which encompasses academic, social, sporting and cultural development is 
facilitated through various subjects, such as Personal Development, the Equip and Invictus Programs, Pastoral Care 
class and College camps. 
 
At the completion of Stage 5, students are eligible for a Record of School Achievement. 
 
Students then enter Stage 6 to study for their Higher School Certificate (HSC). A range of academic and vocational 
courses are available at this level. 
 
Students who wish to pursue tertiary academic study will seek to also qualify for an Australian Tertiary Admissions 
Rank (ATAR). 
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• Ancient History 

• Biology 

• Business Studies 

• CAFS 

• Chemistry 

• Design & Technology 

• Drama  

• English Standard 

• English Advanced 

• English Extension 

• Engineering Studies 

• Food Technology 

• Information Processes & 
Technology 

• Legal Studies 

• Mathematics Standard  

• Mathematics Advanced 

• Mathematics Extension 

• Modern History 

• Music 1 

 

• PDHPE 

• Physics 

• Society & Culture 

• Software Design & 
Development 

• Studies of Religion II 

• Visual Arts 

• Visual Design (non ATAR) 

• Work Studies (non ATAR) 

• VET Construction  

• VET Entertainment 

• VET Hospitality 

• Other VET Courses (external) 

• Languages (external)  

• TAFE NSW Courses 

 
English, Mathematics, Science, History, Geography, PDHPE 

 

 
Potential Electives 

 

• Commerce 

• Design & Technology 

• Drama 

• Elective History 

• Food Technology 

• Graphics Technology 

• Information Software 
& Technology (IST) 

 

• Japanese 

• Marine & Aquaculture 
Technology 

• Music 

• Physical Activity & Sports 
Studies (PASS) 

• Visual Arts 

 

 
Faith and Personal Development 

 
Faith and Personal Development 

 
 

Christian Life Studies 
 

 
Christian Principles and Relationships 

 
Invictus 

 

 
Equip 



 

 
LEARNING ENHANCEMENT IN SENIOR SCHOOL 
The Senior School Learning Enhancement team assists students to be independent in their learning. 
 
Staff do this by scaffolding assignments and providing organisational support through Independent Education 
Programs (IEPs). They also enact Special Provisions in assessments (exams and hand-in tasks). These may include 
the provision of extra time, a reader, writer, or enlarged print. Groups also run to provide support with homework and 
assignments. 
 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT: INVICTUS (YEAR 9) & EQUIP (YEAR 10) 
The academic curriculum is complimented by a personal development curriculum that aligns with our vision for a 
holistic approach to human development. Invictus aims at improving personal wellbeing through work in five areas 
integral to our wellbeing - positive emotions, engagement, relationships, meaning and accomplishment. We believe 
that each of these finds its foundations in faith in God. 
 
Students examine the five areas of the PERMA model in their own lives and the program integrates a range of 
significant practical events, which establish the concepts learnt during each element. 
 
The program also gives students the opportunity to receive a Gold, Silver or Bronze award, which has been recognised 
and endorsed by Lake Macquarie City Council, depending on their level of participation in the different aspects of the 
program. 
 
In Year 10, the Equip program seeks to prepare students for future challenges within school and the workforce. The 
topics covered in the Equip program include; job readiness, strengths identification, basic life skills and community 
service. 
 
In line with our school motto “Equipping for Life”, we believe that this program will greatly benefit our students, by 
helping them to develop a set of skills and strategies to manage their internal world so they can be truly effective in 
their outside world. 

 
CURRICULUM: YEARS 9-10 
CORE COURSES 
 

1. English 

2. Christian Life Studies 

3. Geography & History  

 

4. Mathematics 

5. PDHPE 

6. Science. 

 
POTENTIAL ELECTIVES (Students will study 2 of these) 
 

1. Commerce 

2. Design & Technology 

3. Drama 

4. Elective History  

5. Food Technology 

6. Graphics Technology  

 

7. Information Software & Technology 

8. Japanese 

9. Marine & Aquaculture Technology 

10. Music 

11. Physical Activity & Sports Studies (PASS) 

12. Visual Arts. 

 

 
FACTORS TO CONSIDER WHEN SELECTING SUBJECTS 
a) Electives offer students the opportunity to study areas of interest. This is a valid reason for choosing a particular 

subject. 
 
b) Most elective subjects in Stage 6 do not assume prior study. However, the study of Visual Arts, Commerce, Music 

and Design & Technology in Year 10 can assist students in preparation for equivalent HSC courses. 
 
c) For some students, certain subjects will be relevant for their possible vocations. 

 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ENGLISH 
Stage 5 English continues the development of students’ abilities in written and spoken English. The course gives 
students experience in literature and language to enable them to enjoy reading, writing, speaking, thinking and acting. 
The course concentrates on the study of a number of texts including novels, plays and poems. It also includes the 
opportunity to study various forms of media such as film and magazines. 
 
Values and attitudes are inevitably manifested and developed in all forms of language activity. A Christian school 
has the opportunity and responsibility to express and promote values and attitudes that are based on God’s Word 
within the context of teaching English.  
 

CHRISTIAN LIFE STUDIES 
Christian Life Studies is an integral part of Charlton Christian College. The integration of this subject within the school 
helps to maintain the Christian ethos of the College. Topics studied include: 
 

• The Basics of Christianity 

• What is the Bible 

• Introduction to Identity 

• What is Prayer? 

• Service to Others 

• Wisdom. 

 

GEOGRAPHY & HISTORY (INCORPORATING CIVICS & CITIZENSHIP) 
Australian Geography helps students learn about Australian identity, environments, communities and our links with 
the world. Students develop values and attitudes about geographical issues that impact people at different times 
and places. They learn to develop skills for geographic inquiry, including fieldwork. 
 
Australian History looks at the relationships between Australia and the rest of the world, the significant developments in 
Australia’s political, social and cultural history, the changing nature of relations between Aboriginal and non- Aboriginal 
cultures and the changes in rights and freedoms of various gender, cultural, social and economic groups. 

 
The Geography & History courses also incorporate learning about civics for informed, active and Christian citizenship. 

 

MATHEMATICS 
Mathematics in Stage 5 builds on the knowledge and skills learned in previous years. There is the opportunity for 
students to pursue their study at one of the three course levels offered: 5.3, 5.2, and 5.1.  
 
The 5.3 & 5.2 courses cover the fundamental areas of arithmetic, geometry, algebra, equations, formulae, 
trigonometry, probability and statistics, but at differing degrees of difficulty. The 5.1 course covers the basic areas 
of arithmetic, geometry, ratio, statistics and measurement. 
 
Through the study of mathematical concepts, students may begin to explore the infinite nature of their Creator God, 
developing an awareness of the order, precision, design and constancy of His created world. Mathematics gives the 
opportunity to develop invaluable skills of critical thought and logical reasoning which will be beneficial in Stage 6. 
 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
PDHPE is a continuation of the four-year course from Years 7 to 10.  
 
It helps to develop Christian values, attitudes, skills and knowledge related to the following areas: 
 

• Active lifestyle 

• Growth and development 

• Movement sense 

• Personal awareness 

• Promoting health 

• Composition and performance 

• Interpersonal relationships 

• Movement skill 

• Personal choice 

• Safe living. 

 

SCIENCE 
Science is a dynamic discipline through which we seek to understand God’s created world and to develop it 
responsibly. It is through the development of the scientific processes of observation, experiment and discovery that 
Science attempts to describe, understand and explain the design of God’s creation with its order, diversity, complexity 
and beauty, and to apply that knowledge in the management and development of the world in which we live. 
 
Students in Stage 5 undertake an experimental research project in each year. The course provides the preparation 
for the study of elective subjects such as Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Earth and Environment and Investigating 
Science in Stage 6. 

 
 



 

 



  

1. COMMERCE 
Commerce provides the knowledge, skills, understanding and values that form the foundation on which young people 
make sound decisions about consumer, financial, business, legal and employment issues. It develops in students an 
understanding of commercial and legal processes and competencies. Through the study of Commerce, students also 
develop financial literacy, which enables them to participate in society in an active and informed way. 
 

2. DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
In Design & Technology, Students develop knowledge and understanding of materials and processes. Related 
knowledge and skills are developed through a specialised approach to the tools, materials, equipment and techniques 
employed in the planning, development, construction and evaluation of quality practical projects and processes.  
 
Critical thinking skills are developed through engagement with creative practical problem-solving activities. Students 
use timber materials to design and build. 

 

3. DRAMA 
Drama encourages a cooperative approach to exploring the world through enactment. The collaborative nature of this 
art form engages students in a creative process of sharing, developing and expressing emotions and ideas. It is a form 
of action in which students take on a role as a means of exploring both familiar and unfamiliar aspects of their world. 
They portray aspects of human experience while exploring the ways people react and respond to different situations, 
issues and ideas. 
 
Students will partake in activities such as play building, improvisation, scripted drama, stage lighting, puppetry, 
circus skills and even Shakespeare! 

 

4. ELECTIVE HISTORY  
The Elective History course is an inquiry into the past that helps to explain how people, events and forces from the 
past have shaped our world. It allows students to locate and understand themselves and others on the continuum of 
human experience up to the present. Elective History provides opportunities for students to explore human actions 
and achievements in a range of historical contexts.  
 
Some of the options students might study are:  
 

• Constructing History 

• Ancient, Medieval and Early Modern Societies 

• Thematic Studies (Crime and Punishment, Women in History, Myths and Legends)  
 

5. FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
This course involves students investigating food through practical “hands on” experiences. Students gain knowledge, 
skills and attitudes about the production, processing, properties, marketing, nutritive value and consumption of food. 
The course provides benefits for both vocational and general life experiences and helps students to learn about and 
practise the ministry of Christian hospitality and service. 
 
Students will be required to study 6-8 Focal Topics. These include: 

 

• Food for Special Needs 

• Food for Special Occasions 

• Food Service & Catering 

• Food Product Development 

• Current Trends 

• Food & Social Justice. 

 
In Food Technology, time will be spent in practical food preparation, food experimentation and visits to food 
Industry sites to observe the preparation of food on a large scale. 

 

6. GRAPHICS TECHNOLOGY  
The major emphasis of the Graphics Technology course is on students being actively involved in the planning, 
development and production of quality graphical presentations. Students should be provided with broad experiences 
to develop knowledge, understanding and skills in a range of media and areas of application. 
 
Students will gain experience in:  
 

• Graphics Principles and Techniques 

• Instrument Drawing 

• Planning and Construction 

• Computer-Aided Design (CAD). 

• Graphic Design and Communication 

• Student Projects. 

 



  

7.  INFORMATION SOFTWARE & TECHNOLOGY 
Everywhere you turn, computers and information technology abounds. This popular course allows all students to 
increase their knowledge and skill level in computing.  
 
Areas students will learn about may include: 

 

• Database Design 

• Digital Media 

• Authoring and Multimedia 

• Data Handling 

• Past, Current and Emerging Technologies 

• Design, Produce and Evaluate (Google Sketch Up) 

• Software and Hardware 

• Photoshop 

• Database Design 

• The Internet and Website Development 

• Networking Systems 

• Robotics and Automated System. 

 

8. JAPANESE 
Studying Japanese gives students the opportunity to engage with the linguistic and cultural diversity of the Japanese-
speaking community. Through learning Japanese, students develop communication skills, focus on languages as 
systems and gain insights into the relationship between language and culture, leading to lifelong personal, educational 
and vocational benefits. 
 
Students do not need to have any experience with this language to take the course in Stage 5 and if they wish to 
continue Japanese into Stage 6 there are various external institutions that offer HSC compliant courses. 

 

9. MARINE & AQUACULTURE TECHNOLOGY 
Marine Studies provides an educational context, linked to the needs of a population based very much on its coast and 
waterways and fosters links to tertiary study and vocational pathways. This syllabus brings a wide range of marine-
based leisure experiences to students in a safe setting. Marine Studies provides for both practical and theoretical 
learning, honing students’ acquired skills to solve real life problems. 
 
Through the study of Marine Studies students will develop: 

 

• knowledge, understanding and appreciation that will promote sound environmental practices in the marine 

environment 

• the ability to cooperatively manage activities and communicate in a marine context 

• an ability to apply the skills of critical thinking, research and analysis 

• knowledge and understanding of marine industries and their interaction with society and with leisure pursuits 

• knowledge, understanding and skills of safe practice in the marine context. 

 

10.  MUSIC 
During Stage 5, students will examine music and its various styles with opportunities to listen and study the 
musicology of the styles, and apply this learning to composition and performances. Students are provided with the 
equipment that will aid them to grow their God given talents in both individual and ensemble arrangements, and across 
a range of genres. 
 
Topics studied in the past include rock music, ensemble music, jazz and even technology and its role in music creation, 
manipulation and distribution. Students will have an opportunity to explore both the instrumental and vocal aspects 
of these topics. 
 
Students are encouraged to start or maintain vocal or instrumental studies with a private teacher to provide a solid 
foundation from which they can be challenged to new and exciting applications of music outside their comfort zone. 
Students are presented with opportunities for growth such as taking part in Chapel services, composing music and 
even performing in school events such as Big Night Out, full school musicals, choir, excursions and Presentation Night. 
 
Note: Students who are involved in external lessons are prioritised in the selection of this elective; this includes the 
Charlton Peripatetic Music Program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

11.  PHYSICAL ACTIVITY & SPORTS STUDIES (PASS) 
This course is mainly practical and includes three study areas of: 

 

• foundations of physical activity 

• physical activity and sport in society 

• participation and performance. 

 
Students will participate in a range of sporting activities, learning rules and applying them in a game situation. 
Students will also be encouraged to develop a sense of being able to win or lose in a spirit of grace. 
 
Students who apply for Sports Studies should have a good record of involvement in physical activity, and be prepared to 
be a cooperative team member. 

 

12. VISUAL ARTS 
Visual Arts in Senior School places great value on the development of student’s mind, practical skills, reflective action, 
critical judgement and understanding of art-making practice as well as the critical and historical studies of art. 
 
The Visual Arts department in Stage 5 uses industry-based computer hardware such as Quad Core, iPad mini, SLR 
Digital Camera, Bamboo Drawing Tablets, and software formats such as iBooks, Adobe Creative CS5 for production in 
Digital Media, Photography, Graphic Design and Photography. Artistic practices such as traditional Painting, Ceramics, 
Drawing, Textiles and Print making are also part of the Visual Arts studies. 
 
In contemporary societies, many kinds of knowledge are increasingly managed through imagery and visual codes and 
much of student’s knowledge is acquired in this way. Visual Arts empowers students to engage in visual forms of 
communication. 
 
Students have the opportunity to enter film festivals, emerging young artist exhibitions and a Dobell Arts Festival, 
where they develop skills in a variety of arenas. Students who are considering studying Visual Arts for the HSC are 
highly recommended to select Visual Arts in Stage 5. 

. 
 



  

 

2023  
 
Please number your choices in order of preference 1, 2, 3 for Line 1 and 1, 2, 3 for Line 2. Note that some electives may 
be full and hence students may be assigned the 2nd or 3rd preference. 

 

LINE 1 

 Commerce (COM) 

 Food Technology (FOO) 

 Graphics Technology (GRA) 

 Marine & Aquaculture Technology (MAR) 

 Music (MUS) 

 Visual Arts (VIS) 

 
 
LINE 2 
 

 Design & Technology (DAT) 

 Drama (DRA) 

 Elective History (EHI) 

 Information Software & Technology (IST) 

 Japanese (JAP) 

 Physical Activity & Sports Studies (PAS) 
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